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Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

43,  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  , 

I beg1  to  present  my  Annual  lteport  for  the  year  1949. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  nearly  twice  as  many 
houses  were  built  and  occupied  compared  with  the  previous 
year  bait  the  supply  does  not  appear  to  keep  pace  with  the 
demand  since  there  are  a greater  number  of  applications  for 
houses  still  on  the  books  than  in  1948.,  Unless  larger  alloca- 
tions are  granted  in  the  future  it  will  be  a long  time  before 
the  demand  is  met. 

Owing  to  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure  little 
could  be  done  in  the  improvement  of  the  Council’s  Sewage 
Works  but  the  new  Staindrop  scheme  was  commenced  early 
in  the  year. 

The  exceptionally  dry  year  imposed  a severe  strain  on 
water  supplies  throughout  the  country,  but  on  the  whole, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  districts,  there  was  no  great 
hardship  caused  in  this  area.  Several  parishes,  notably 
Eggleston  and  Bildershaw,  are  still  without  adequate 
supplies  however. 

There  was  a considerably  lower  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year,  particularly  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
there  were  again  no  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

There  was  a further  fall  both  in  the  Birth-rate  and 
Death-rate,  but  the  Infant  Mortality  Bate  was  considerably 
higher  than  in  the.  previous  year. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow 
officials  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  matters  relating  to 
my  department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  PALLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JOHN  G.  PA  LEY,  M.n.c.s.,  L.n.c.P.,  d.p.h.  (Academic  Lond.). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector; 

JOHN  GEORGE  MIDDLETON,  M.n.S.T.,  M.R.l.P.li.il. 

Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  LAWRENCE  KELL,  A.n.s.i  , M.P.l.A. 

Olerk  to  the  Public  Health  Department; 

•JOE  HODGSON. 


Ceneral  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

i 


Area  (acres) — 110,118. 

Ilegistrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  mid-year 
1949 — Civilian  17,820;  Total  20,484. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £202  18s,  bd. 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  and  stone 
quarrying. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year 


Live-Births.  Legitimate  ) 

) 

Illegitimate  ) 


Total 

Male 

Female 

< 152 

128 

292 

l 

( T 

5 

Live-Birth  Bate—  14.3  per  1.000  total  population, 
t oi responding  late  for  England  and  A\  ales,  16.7. 


Total  Male  Female 

Still-Births.  Legitimate  ) ( Illegit.  110 

) 10  ( 

Illegitimate  ) ( Legit.  9 6 3 

Still-Birth  rate  per  1.000  total  population — 0.49. 
Corresponding  late  for  England  and  Wales,  0.39. 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths.  221  117  104 

Death  Bate  per  1,000  of  the  population — 12.8. 

For  148  smaller  towns — 11.6. 


Deaths  of  Infants  i nfer  1 Year. 

Total  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 


Male.  Female 

11  7 

11  6 

0 1 


Death  Bate  of  Infants  under,  1 Year  of  Age. 


All  Infants  per  1.000  live  births  61 

England  and  Yales  ..j  ...  3.r> 

148  Smaller  Towns  30 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Birth  ...  60 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  83 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age  1 

Death  Bate  3.4 

England  and  "Wales  ...  3.0 


• Female.  Total. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping-  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  .Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ..'  

Influenza  

Measles  

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  & Polio-encephalitis 
Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

Cancer  (all  types)  

Diabetes  

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis  

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Maternal  Causes  

Premature  Birth  

Suicide  

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

Other  Violent  Causes 

All  other  causes  


Male. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

7 

o 

0 

9 

0 

1 

i 

0 

4 

4 
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0 
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0 

■ 0 
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0 

0 

0 

18 

!J 

27 

1 

1 

9 

24 

lb 

39 

33 

30 

63 

1 

10 

11 

1 

1 

9 

9 

4 

(j 

9 

r+j 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

I 

0 

1 

0 

0 

li 

2 

4 

6 

o 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

3 

4 

7 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1. 

2 

3 

17 

0 

26 

117 

104 

221 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Laboiiatohy  Facilities. 

A Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  controlled  by  a 
joint  committee,  representing  the  County  Council  of  Durham, 
the  City  of  Newcastle,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead 


.and  Tynemouth,  lias  been  provided  to  assist  practitioners  in 
the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis,  and 
venereal  diseases,  etc. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Government  Buildings, 
Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  < ) hirer,  Durham, 
for  the  following  statements  relating  to  the  working  of  the 
Ambulance  Service  during  the  year.  It  should  be  noted  that 
figures  are  included  for  work  done  in  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  (Startforth  R.D.C.),  this  arrangement  being  pro- 
vided for  in  the  original  proposals. 

1949. 

Table  A. 

Barnard  Castle 
Urban  & Rural. 

* Ambulance  Controls  ...\  ...  •••  — 

* Clerk-Telephonists  ...  ...  ...1 

Ambulance  Depots  ....  •••  2 

Ambulances  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Sitting-case  Cars  ...  ..;  ...  — 

Diiver- Attendants  ...  ...  ...  2 


Table  B. 


No.  of  Patients  carried 

Area 

Journeys 

made 

Stretcher 

cases 

Sitting 

cases 

Total 

Total 

Mileage 

Barnard  Castle  C.D.  & 
Barnard  Castle  R.D. 

692 

352 

805 

1157 

4 1 ,807 

North  Riding  of 

Yorkshire 

lit 

45 

71 

116 

5,141 

TOTAL 

806 

397 

876 

1273 

46.948 

The  Ambulance  Control  fi  r the  area  is  situated  at  Bishop 
Auckland  and  i>  staffed  over  the  24  hours  by  a team  of  four 
( 'lerk-Telephonists. 


Home  Reusing. 

Under  Section  2d  of  the  Rational  Health  Service  Act, 
3946,  the  provision  of  a Home  Rursing  Service  became  the 
responsibiltiy  of  the  Eocal  Health  Authorities  as  from  Ihe  oth 
July,  1948.  By  an  agreement  concluded  hy  the  Durham  County 
Rursing  Association,  the  Durham  County  Council  have 
delegated  this  aspect  of  their  functions  to  the  Association, 
which  now  operates  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
County  Medical  < Ifficer.  This  arrangement  has  necessitated 
the  integration  and  co-ordination  by  the  County  Rursing 
Association  of  the  services  formerly  provided  by  individual 
district  nursing  associations  and  the  transfer  of  administration 
to  the  County  Association. 

The  arrangements  whereby  the  domiciliary  midwife 
service  in  certain  areas  of  the  County  was  provided  on  an 
agency  basis  by  district  nursing  associations  are  continued 
under  Section  23  of  the  Rational  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with 
the  County  Rursing  Association  acting  as  the  agent. 

Both  services  are  now  available  free  of  charge. 

In  this  area  the  following  districts  are  served  by 
resident  nurses  who  provide  general,  midwifery  and  maternity 
nursing  services  in  their  districts,  viz: — Butterknowle,  Cock- 
field,  Evenwood  and  Bamshaw,  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  and 
Staindrop.  In  the  case  of  Eggleston,  services  are  provided  by 
the  Rorth  Biding  of  Yorkshire  County  Rursing  Association. 

'Tkeatmext  Centres  and  Ct.ixics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham. 
County  Council  are  held  at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale, Staindrop,  and  Witton  Park.  Temporary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Evenwood  C'.E.  School  aud 
Butterknowle  County  School.  Weekly  sessions  are  held  at 
these  clinics  and  a doctor  attends  at  fortnightly  intervals  at 
the  Evenwood  Clinic. 

Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  bv  the  South-West 
Du  rham  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Marwood 
Hospital,  situated  in  this  area  and  formerly  administered  by 
the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  Willing-ton  Joint  Hospital  Board, 
has  now  been  taken  over  as  a private  residence.  There  are 
no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  WATER . Supplies  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board 
and  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  were  satisfactory  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  These  undertakings  supply 
the  greater  portions  of  the  Southern  and  Northern  parts  of  the 
district.  Systematic  bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
supplies  under  the  control  of  these  undertakings  are  made. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  follow- 
ing water  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council — viz:  Staintou, 
Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Newbiggm,  and  Woodland.  Satisfac- 
tory reports  were  received  in  all  these  cases. 

Cockiield,  Hilton  and  Wackeriteld. 

A proposed  new  scheme  for  the  supply  of  these  villages 
was  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministiy  of  Health.  The 
scheme  includes  the  use  of  new  springs  at  Arn  (Till  and  the 
construction  of  a new  reservoir  of  60,000  gallons  capacity. 
The  new  reservoir  will  simply  the  township  of  Cockfield  \yhile 
the  existing  reservoir  will  be  retained  to  supply  properties  at 
Burnt  Houses,  and  the  villages  of'  Hilton  and  Wackerfield. 
Estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £23,000. 

Saindrop  and  Ingleton. 

A proposed  new  scheme  for  the  supply  of  these  villages 
was  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Even  wood. 

Complaints  of  poor  supply  to  this  area  have  been 
received  and  a new  6-inch  main  via  West  Auckland  will  be 
provided  by  Durhal  County  Water  Board. 

Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

During  the  year  fencing  of  the  reservoir  was  provided. 
Bildershaw. 

As  I have  previously  reported,  this  area  is  almost 
totally  lacking  a suitable  water  supply.  Representations 
were  made  by  this  Council  to  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  and  it  was  stated  by  the  Engineer  that  any  scheme 
wouli  be  costly  owing  to  the  scattered  distribution  of  the 
houses  and  the  high  elevation.  Later  in  the  year  a scheme 
was  adopted  by  the  Council  for  providing  a supply  from  the 
Board’s  low  pressure  main  at  West  Auckland  to  be  pumped 
into  a tank  at  a high  level,  and  thence  by  gravitation  con- 
veyed to  the  properties  at  Bildershaw  Bank.  Estimated  cost 
of  the  scheme  is  £8,400. 


Fggreston.  Gordon  Hank  Area. 


A complaint  was  received  in  November  of  contamina- 
tion of  the  water  supply  to  a,  small  number  of'  properties 
situated  at  Gordon  Hank,  Eggleston.  This  is  a private 
supply  and  was  constructed  many  years  ago  by  a Lead  Mining 
Company.  It  was  suspected  that  sheep  dipping  operations  in 
a nearby  farm  had  polluted  the  supply,  and  analysis  of 
samples  of  the  water  were  found  to  contain  traces  of  arsenic. 
It  was  decided  by  the  Council  to  carry  out  repairs  at  a point 
where  contamination  could  have  entered  the  water  supply. 
This  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  some  years  previously  provided  tin  extension  of  a 
pipeline  from  this  supply. 

A subsequent  analysis  was  made  and  found  to  be  free 
from  arsenic. 


Water  Act  194b.  Hyeraws. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Council  to  adopt  the  model  bye- 
laws relating  to  this  Act  with  the  additional  provision  that 
lead  piping*  js  to  be  prohibited  in  connection  with  the  Stain- 
ton.  Copley  and  Woodland  water  supplies. 

AY  ate r Shortage. 

Owing1  to  the  exceptionally  dry  Spring  and  Summer, 
shortages  occurred  in  some  of  the  Council’s  undertakings.  In 
June  complaints  were  received  from  Woodland,  but  it  was 
found  that  owing  to  defective  service  pipes  and  fittings,  a 
large  amount  of  water  was  being  wasted.  A subsidiary 
supply  was  however  obtained  by  pumping  the  overflow  from 
the  springhead  into  the  reservoir. 


Mid  drkton-in-T  eesd  a t,f.  . 


The  supply  was  satisfactory  up  to  July,  but  had  then 
to  be  turned  off  at  night  with  the  exception  of  week-ends, 
until  September. 


Wackerkierd. 

There  was  a serious  shortage,  particularly  in  the  area 
of  the  Sun  Inn. 

Shortages  also  occurred  at  Copley,  Aukside,  and  in  the 
Newbiggdu  and  High  Force  area . 


Particulars  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 


Parish 


Number  of  House  supplied  front 
Public  Water  Mains 

Present  Esti-  Total  Number 
mated  Population  of  Houses  (a)  (b) 

Direct  to  House  By  stand-pipe 


Evenwood  

3563 

1 1 67 

1141 

8 

Hamsterley  

371 

126 

78 

J 

Lynesack  & Softley 

1729 

582 

539 

6 

South  Bedhurn 

225 

66 

— 

— 

Etherley  

2177 

361 

311 

9 

\V  oodl and  

3-72 

120 

114 

3 

Cleatlam  

83 

28 

24 

— 

Ofainford  

708 

248 

220 

11 

Headlam  

83 

25 

23 

— 

Langton 

62 

99 

19 

1 

Ingleton  

276 

1 18 

92 

10 

Sta indrop  

1036 

372 

310 

23 

West  wick 

68 

21 

16 

— 

"Whorlton  

192 

64 

42 

— 

Morton  Tinmouth  ... 

18 

6 

— 

— 

Langlevdale  & Shotton 

1 09 

35 

11 

— 

Marwood  

281 

89 

31 

— 

Baby  & Keverstone 

177 

57 

6 

13 

Bolam  

82 

26 

18 

— 

Hilton  

•79 

19 

— 

— 

Stfeatlam  & Stainton 

209 

72 

54 

— 

Cockfield  

17-72 

634 

616 

9 

Eggleston  

501 

1 69 

— 

— 

Forest  & Frith 

325 

118 

99 

3 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

1 - >67 

549 

459 

58 

Nevvhiggin  

257 

83 

17 

30 

.Wackerfield  

88 

28 

20 

6 

Winston  

367 

120 

105 

1 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


With  the  construction,  of  an  increasing'  number  of 
Council  Houses,  the  problem  of  adequate  sewage  disposal 
becomes  yearly  more  acute.  Up  to  the  present,  with  the 
exception  of  Staindrop,  where  the  construction  of  new  works 
and  sewers  was  commenced  in  January,  only  patchwork  re- 
pairs to  sewage  works  have  been  carried  out  in  a few  places. 

Middleton -in-Teesdale. 

Complaints  were  received  of  nuisance  caused  by  smell 
from  these  works.  The  sprinklers  and  percolating  filter  are 
not  now  functioning  and  during  the  year  irrigation 
channels  were  dug  to  take  the  effluent  from  the  settling 
tanks. 

Evenwood.  New  Moors. 

New  sets  of  sprinklers  and  other  fitments  were  ordered 
in  June,  but  these  had  not  been  obtained  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Winston. 

The  construction  of  new  works  was  given  priority  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  but  no  work  had  been  commenced  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 


3.  POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS. 

Complaints  were  received  that  a sewage  effluent  flow- 
ing into  a stream  had  polluted  it  thereby  causing  the  illness 
or  death  of  cattle  drinking  from  it.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
whether  it  has  ever  been  proved  that  drinking  water  from 
such  streams  has  caused  harm  to  cattle  in  this  way. 

Apart  from  some  pollution  from  the  Forcegarth 
Quarries  due  to  the  tanks  not  being  cleaned  out  as  often  as 
required,  the  condition  of  the  River  Tees  in  the  upper  and 
middle  reaches  was  reported  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 


4.  PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

During  the  year.,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  matter  of  privy  conversions,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  a total  of  117  applications  for  giants 
were  made  and  approved  by  the  Council  during  the  calendar 


year.  In  addition  to  these,  a further  47  conversions  were 
-carried  out  by  contract  at  Coek'field  and  Evenwood,  and  at 
Evenwood  (date;  in  connection  with  proposed  schemes  for 
iinprovenient  by  the  County  Council  under  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892.  Notices  were  served  on  the  owners 
under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1930. 


5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  covered  by  direct  labour. 
Scavenging'  is  undertaken  by  Motor  Vehicles  (Karrier- 
Bantam).  One  small  area  which  is  not  suitable  for  motor 
transport  is  let  by  contract.  A Ford  motor  truck,  previously 
on  hire  from  the  Durham  County  .Council,  has  now  been  pur- 
chased as  an  additional  vehicle  by  the  Council. 

Number  of  Wagons — 11. 

N umber  of  full-time  employees  : 


Foreman-Mechanic  1 

Foreman’s  Assistant  ...  1 

Fillers  6 

Drivers  7 


15 

Number  of  Garages — 5 (2  owned  by  the  Council, 

3 rented). 

Scavenging  Areas — 7. 

Total  number  of  Cleansings  carried  out  during  the  year  239.978 

Total  number  of  loads  carried  4,3(50 

Estimated  total  weight  of  loads  carried  during  the  year  8,720 

tons 

Estimated  mileage  run  by  vehicles  35,527 

A weekly  clearance  is  made  of  ash  bins  and  closets,  with 
the  exception  of  the  village  of  Morlev,  where  clearances  are 
made  every  fortnight. 

Work  was  commenced  in  February  on  the  construction 
of  the  new  garage  in  Coekfield  to  house  eight  vehicles, 
together  with  stores  and  repairs  section.  “When  this  is  com- 
pleted, the  Council’s  garage  at  Jiamshaw  will  be  used  foi  the 
storage  of  dustin'  is,  disinfectant  powders,  polling  booth 
furniture,  etc.  The  garage  in  Long  Lane,  Cockfiehb  will  be 
taken  over  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  for  storage  pur- 
poses. 


0.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Following'  is  a summary  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


work  done  in  the 
the  year  1949: — 


Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 


Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Authority 


Number  of 
N usances 
abated  after 
Notice 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools: 

Foul  Conditions 

Structural  Defects 

Overcrowding  

Lodging-houses  

Dairies  and  Milkshops  

Cowsheds  

Bakehouses  

Slaughter-houses  

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

TVaterclosets  

Defective  Yard  Paving  

House  Drainage : 

Defective  Taps  

No  Disconnection  from  Sewer 

Other  Faults  

Water  Supply 

Pigsties  

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

Offensive  Trades  

Smoke  Nuisances  

< )ther  Nuisances  

Other  Nuisances  (Statutory) 
Verminous  Premises 
Dangerous  Buildings 
Food  and  Drugs 


49 


98 


44 

11 


1 

10 

(i 


4 


87 


1 


1 


o 


40 


108 


!•") 

9 


Q 

0 

1 
7 
4 


Totals  ...,  224 


9.7 


240 


II.  WATER . FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  lor  Analysis  

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  

( -onvictions  for  exposing  or  selling'  1 nwholesonie  Food  .. 

Samples  of  Food  & Dinas  taken  for  Analysis  

Samples  of  Food  Drugs  found  Adulterated  


No. 

34 

o 


23 


III.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE. 


Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stored  or  destroyed 12 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 12 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease — 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things  — 
Convictions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  tilings  ...  — 


IV.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year  ... 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets  ... 
Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets 
Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District- 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District, 

Total  number  of  Ash-pit  privies  in  District  ... 
Total  number  of  Pail' Closets  in  District 


81 

81 


. 1 03 
,246b 
.3019 
35 
. 9b 


Statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspeetions  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department. 

Classification.  No.  of  visits. 

A.  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Drainage  

Water  Supply  

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Eats  and  Mice  

Miscellaneous  


210 

71 

33b 

52 

110 


B.  HOUSING. 


Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected 

Visits  to  above  Houses 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected 
Visits  to  above  Houses 

Verminous  Premises. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ... 


73 

92 


20 


53 


5 


C.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


12 


D.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Cowsheds  — 

Miscellaneous  07 

Total  ...  1,100 


7.  DISINFESTATION. 
Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

Mr.  Kell  writes  as  follows : — 


SEWERS. 

During  the  year,  two  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  involving  the  baiting  of  over  1.200  manholes. 
Results  shewed  that  some  small  stretches  of  sewer  were 
virtually  free  from  rats,  although  it  is  possible  for  a local 
infestation  to  occur  at  any  time.  Sewage  works  and  refuse 
tips  have  received  regular  routine  inspection  and  treatment. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  one  treatment  of  the 
refuse  tip  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  50  rats  were  seen  to  be 
feeding  on  the  baits  which  had  been  laid,  and  after  the  treat- 
ment 31  bodies  were  found.  This  is  proof  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  poison. 

Business  premises  have  been  treated  on  three  occa- 
sions, and  private  premises  on  10  occasions  during  the  year. 
Some  good  results  were  obtained. 


8.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937,  & 1948. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including1  inspections  made  l>y  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Premises 

Register 

tions 

notices 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1.  3,  4 anti  6 are  to  l>e  en- 

forced by  Local  Authorities 

9 , 

12 

0 

(ii) 

Factories  no.'  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

39 

51 

3 

by  the  Local  Authority 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

48 

63 

‘1 

o 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

1 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ••• 

1 

— 

(r)  Not  separate  for  sexes 



— 

HOUSING. 


During  the  year  a total  of  81  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied.  This  amount  is  nearly  double  the  number  com- 
pleted during  the  previous  year,  and  indicates  a satisfactory 
progress  in  the  housing  programme.  Ten  of  the  houses'  were 
built  by  direct  labour. 


Ministry  of  Health  Allocation  for  1950. 

To  houses  were  authorised  on  the  2nd  December.  1949, 
for  the  1950  programme,  and  from  this  quota  it  is  within  the* 
discretion  of  the  Council  to  issue  licences  for  the  erection  of 
houses  by  private  owners  up  to  a maximum  of  one-tenth  of 
the  allocation. 


Distribution  of  Houses  built  end  occupied  during  the  year. 


Parish. 

Middleton 

2-Bedroom . 

5 

3-Bedroom. 

8 

4-Bedroom. 

( iockfield 

— 

12 

— 

Staindrop 

4 

0 

■ — 

Even  wood 

10 

8 

— 

(xainford 

2 

i 

1 

Ingdeton 

4 

8 

— 

T(  )TAL 

.31 

49 

1 

Statement  of  Housing  Situation  at  end  of  1949. 


Parish. 

Houses  completed  & 
occupied  by  31-12-49. 

In  course  of 
construction 
or  completed 
liut  not 
occupied. 

Cockfield 

30 

30* 

Etherlev 

10 

— 

Evenwood 

02 

10 

(xainford 

12 

12 

Hanisterley 

0 

— 

Ing-leton 

22 

— 

Butterknowle 

...  '4 

— 

Copley 

8 

— 

Middleton 

13 

2ot 

Staindrop 

24 

12 

W horlton 

. . . — 

4 

Winston 

...  — 

(i 

Totals  ...  187  111 

* Tenders  now  l>ei  11  <*•  considered, 
t 10  Houses  tenders  advertised  for. 


Tetiiorary  Dwellings. 

By  tire  end  of  the  year,  two  of  four  families  previously 
in.  occupation  of  timber  huts  situated  in  ( 'oach  Road  "Wood 
('amp.  Staindrop,  had  found  other  accommodation.  One 
family  was  allotted  a Conned  house  hut  had  not  yet  moved 
in.  Two  huts  were  dismantled. 


Application  for  Council  Houses. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  421  applications  for 
Council  houses  still  outstanding  compared  with  a total  of 
36b  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  (1048).  These  figures 
indicate  that  there  is  a.  big1  demand  for  housing  in  the  area 
and  that  in  spite  of  the  housing  quotas  already  completed, 
this  demand  is  greater  than  ever. 

1 append  below  the  figures  for  housing  applications  in 


some  of  the  larger  parishes: — 

Position  at 

Position  at 

Parish. 

31  Dec.,  1949. 

31  Dec.,  1948. 

Cockfield 

71 

49 

Etherley 

84 

68 

Even  wood 

67 

62 

Gaiuford 

33 

22 

Butterknowle 

19 

18 

Middleton  and  Newbiggin 

49 

43 

Etaindrop 

26 

36 

Woodland 

19 

18 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  ST  PPLY.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1044,  transfer  of 
powers  relating  to  the  granting  and  holding  of  designated 
milk  licences  was  made  on  the  first  day  of  October  to  the 
Ministers  of  Food,  Agriculture  and  Health.  The  duties 
remaining  to  the  County  Health  Authority  are  now  confined 
to  the  inspection  and  licencing  of  existing  pasteurisation 
plants,  or  of'  proposed  new  plants,  and  of  the  taking  of  milk 
samples  from  supplies  issued  to  schools. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  under  these 
Regulations  to  register  all  milk  distributors — i.e.,  persons 
trading  from  premises  other  than  a dairy  farm.  There  are  at 
the  present  time  six  dealers  registered  with  this  Council  under 
the  regulations. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Milk  supplies  only.  Samples  are  submitted  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  King's  College.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
FOOD.  There  were  no  seizures  of  unwholesome  food  made, 
but  numerous  articles  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
unfit 


ICE  CREAM  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulation,  1947.  There 
me  4 Reluil-maiiuiacturers  au»i  'Z'-i  Ketauer.s  registered  in  tin 
ilistiict.  This  represents  an  increase  of  Id  retailers  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

Ice  CitEAM  Sami* i.ino.  During  the  year  a number  of 
samples  of  tee  ( team  were  taken  from  retailer-manufacturers 
and  retailers  registered  by  the  Council.  Un  the  whole  the 
results  of  the  tests  were  satisfactory,  only  one  sample  com- 
ing- under  the  category  of  (trade  -t,  but  there  m ere  not 
sumcient  samples  fa  Ken  to  give  a clear  picture  of  the  situa- 
tion. One  of  the  chief  difficulties  is  the  transporting  of  the 
samples  to  the  laboratories  in  Newcastle,  in  order  to  make 
accurate  tests  it  is  necessary  that  the  samples  should  be 
delivered  at  the  laboratory  within  a few  hours  of  collecting, 
and  this  means  they  must  be  carried  by  piivate  car,  a.  distance 
ol  at  least  tit)  miles  there  and  back.  it  is  hoped,  however, 
that  more  regular  sampling  may  be  carried  out  in  the  future 
in  spite  of  the  difficulties  entailed. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1958. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  adopt  the  model 
bye-laws  made  under  section  lo  of  the  above-named  Act,  for 
securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions 
and  practices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  tor  human  consump- 
tion, and  in  connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  m 
the  open  air  of  food  intended  for  human  consumption.  It  is 
proposed  to  provide  all  traders  with  suitabel  notices  as  to  the 
washing  of  hands  in  accordance  with  bye-law  6 (D).  System- 
atic inspections  of  premises  will  also  be  made  so  that  advice 
may  be  given  and  suitable  standards  maintained. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  district  during  the  vear. 

MEAT.  The  work  of  meat  inspection  in  the  area  is  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appointed  by  the  Barnard 
Castle  Urban  District  Council.  This  officer  holds  the 
special  qualification  required  to  carry  out  meat  inspection. 

Slaughtering. 

There  is  a centralised  Slaughter  House,  situated  in 
Barnard  Castle  and  serving  three  districts,  viz.,  Barnard 
Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  Startforth  Rural 
District. 

I append  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Meat 
Inspector  during  the  year: — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

1st  August,  1949,  to  31st  December,  1949. 


Cattle 
excluding 
( lows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

I.ambs 

Pigs 

C.C. 

Cas 

C.C. 

Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

cr. 

Cas. 

S.?. 

Number  Killed 

879 

74 

167 

178 

20 

169 

3968 

150 

49 

90 

89 

Number  Inspected 

879 

74 

167 

178 

20 

169 

3968 

150 

49 

90 

89 

All  diseases  except 
T ubcrculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

18 

— 

54 

43 

6 

32 

— 

4 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

479 

37 

56 

83 



5 

90 

36 

4 

23 

1 

Percentage  of  the  num 
her  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

54.5 

67.6 

33.5 

77 

28.4 

2.4 

45.3 

o 9 
8.2 

30 

1.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

4 

3 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

56 

4 

43 

15 







_ 

2 

1 

2 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

6.6 

10.8 

27.5 

20.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.1 

2.2 

2.6 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  response  to  immunisation  (luring'  the  year  was 
satisfactory,  and  compares  favourably  with  the  numbers  im- 
munised during-  the  previous  year. 

Facilities  are  provided  at  the  County  "Welfare  Centres 
for  children  aged  under  5 years,  and  for  children  of  any  age 
by  the  private  practitioners. 

Immunisations  were  also  carried  out  at  Evenwood, 
Ramshaw  and  Butterknowle  schools  by  arrangement  with 
the  County  Education  Authority. 

Age  at  date  of  Total 

Final  Injection.  Under 

0-4  years.  5-J4  years.  15 

Number  of  Children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immunisa- 
tion in  the  authority’s  area  in  the  14 

months  ending  31st  December,  1949  loti  74  248 

Number  given  reinforcing  injection 

during  year  54 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year  and  there  were  no 
suspected  cases  notified.  The  absence  of  diphtheria  in  this 
district,  and  the  very  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  cases 
throughout  the  country  afford  very  strong  evidence  of  the 
value  of  diphtheria  immunisation.  In  order  to  maintain  this 
immunity  however,  it  is  necessary  that  at  least  75%  of  the 
child  population  should  be  inoculated. 

There  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Scarhd  Fever  notified,  the  notification  rate  being  0.(19  per 
1,000  civilian  population  compared  with,  a rate  of  4.48  for  the 
previous  year,  and  a rate  of  1.03  for  Encland  and  M ales. 

There  was  also  a fall  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  and 
"Whooping  Cough,  the  main  incidence  of  Measles  being  at 
lngleton,  llanisterley  and  llarwood-in-Teesdale.  The  not i- 
fication  rate  for  measles  was  0.41  per  1.000  of  the  civilian 
population  compared  with  8.95  for  England  and  "Wales.  The 
notification  for  whooping  couch  was  1.79  compared  with  a 
rate  of  2.39  for  England  and  Wales. 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis  . 

Au  isolated  case  occurred  in  a young1  soldier  aged  18 
stationed  in  one  of  the  Military  ( 'amps.  Tin's  was  not  an  acute 
case  and  there  was  no  history  of  any  preliminary  symptoms. 
AO  suspected  source  of  infection  could  be  identified. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 

12 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

7 

Diagnosis  Total 

Not  continued.  Cases 
12 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— — 

Puerepral  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 1 

Erysipelas 

o 

— 

o 

Pneumonia 

’.  9 

— 

— 9 

Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— — 

Ac.  Polioencephalitis 

— ■ 

— 

— — 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— — 

Enteric  Fever 

— - 

— 

— — 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

Measles 

. Ill 

— 

111 

Whooping  Cough 

. 31 

— 

31 

Scarlet  Fever 

Non-Civilian. 

2 o 

•) 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 1 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 1 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  (confirmed)  in  age  groups. 

Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

25 

45 

65  Age 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and  tin- 

Year 

3 

5 

10 

25 

45 

65  overkhown 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

9 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  0 

1) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Ac. P. Pneumonia  0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

0 

Measles  2 

20 

17 

GO 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  1 

10 

,8 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations. 
1925,  as  no  person  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  was  notified  as 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  (form  A)  and  Mortality  during  1943 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods. 

Respii 

M 

•atory. 

F 

Non-Respii 

M 

•atory. 

F 

Respiratory. 
M F 

Non -Respiratory 
M F 

] 

U 

0 

0 

U 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

u 

1 

0 

1 

U 

0 

U 

IJ 

10 

9 

0 

U 

*3 

0 

u 

1 

0 

20 

1 

1 

0 

] 

0 

0 

0 

30 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

(I 

u 

Ij 

40 

u 

0 

0 

1 

1 

u 

0 

0 

• h) 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

1 

0 

0 

GO  and 

ni)  wards 

o 

0 

0 

0 

• » 
'J 

0 

0 

u 

Aa'e 

unknown 

0 

1) 

(J 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

G 

3 

1 

6 

G 

1 

9 

0 

1 


\ 


